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Undergraduate and Graduate Courses [June 28, 2016]
Summer 2016


ENGLISH COURSES AND YOUR CAREER
Courses in English instill knowledge of language, literature, rhetoric, and writing and an awareness of diverse ideas, cultures, languages, and viewpoints. In this current “Information Age,” our classes also foster a flexible set of skills that employers value: the ability to think, read, and write critically and expressively; to analyze, interpret, and adapt complex ideas and texts; to solve problems creatively; and to research, manage, and synthesize information. Those with degrees in English go on to thrive in a wide range of fields, including education, law, medicine, business, finance, marketing, writing, community service and nonprofit work, journalism, editing, the arts, library and museum work, and in many other fields. One of our recent alums has recently accepted a position at Groupon in Chicago to serve as a “taxonomist.” The English Department offers a variety of courses in creative writing, technical communication, linguistics, literature, rhetoric and writing. So whether you’re looking for an introductory or a graduate course, a class in language or in writing, a broad survey of literature or a seminar on a specialized topic, chances are we have a course suited for you. (Some of you may even be interested in a recent article --about the “return on a Humanities investment” in Forbes.) 
You can NOW earn an HONORS degree in English! Ask your Advisor.
First Summer Session

May 23-June 27, 2016

Topics in English: The Many Lives of Count Dracula

2090-080

Morin




100% Online
Bram Stoker created Dracula through the careful storytelling of his various narrators, but one very important voice is missing: Dracula's. This online course will examine what that absence has meant for over a century's worth of Dracula fiction. Beginning with the definitive novel, we will then explore how authors and filmmakers have chosen to interpret this enigmatic and fascinating figure. We will analyze fiction, such as The Dracula Tape, to address how the Count has fared after his battle with Van Helsing. Films, such as Nosferatu, Coppola's dark Bram Stoker's Dracula, Wes Craven's modern Dracula 2000, and the comedic Dracula: Dead and Loving It, will be compared to Bram Stoker's text, with special attention to the filmmaker's vision of Dracula. Online forums will debate how each of these reimmaginations of the legendary count give him a new identity, history, and persona. This class will explore those many identities and seek to answer whether Dracula is a hero, villain, or victim. 
Introduction to Technical Communication (W) 

2116-001

Muesing

MTWR

09:00AM-10:50AM


2116-002

Osborn


MTWR

01:00PM-02:50PM

2116-003

Wickliff


MW

11:00AM-12:50PM
This course is designed to show you how to solve technical problems through writing. Emphasis will be placed upon the types of writing, both formal and informal, that you will most likely do in the workplace. In this course you should learn:

●   The theoretical bases of technical communication

●   The most common forms of technical documents

●   How to plan, draft, and revise documents

●   How to plan and make presentations

●   How to work and write collaboratively

●   How to integrate text and visual elements into technical documents
Introduction to Creative Writing (W)

2126-001

Hutchcraft

MTWR

11:00AM-12:50PM
This workshop-centered course introduces you to the reading and writing of poetry and literary short fiction. Together, we will read and discuss a variety of published poems and short stories, approaching this work from a writer’s perspective. In equal measure, you will also generate, draft, and revise your own poems and short fiction. We will regularly respond to each other’s writing in workshop, providing productive feedback while also building a vocabulary with which we can ask meaningful questions about our own drafts. Writing exercises, close-readings, discussions, active participation, and a readiness to explore new methods of writing will be essential aspects of this course.
American Literature Survey

2400-080

Socolovsky



100% Online
This course surveys U.S. literature written from its beginning to contemporary times. By reading texts in a range of genres and from a variety of perspectives, we will strive to unearth what these texts can reveal to us about how different writers, communities and cultures define and articulate what it means to be “American” and what constitutes “American literature.”
British Literature Survey I


2401-001

Brockman

TR

01:00PM-2:50PM
In this class we will work through some of the most important and entertaining moments in British literary history from the Middle Ages through the early 18th-century. Throughout the course, we’ll look at various genres of writing and discuss how these literary forms are shaped by changing political and social climates and how literary production itself can reflect moments of either peace or unrest. In addition to these social and historical contexts, we’ll develop an arsenal of key literary concepts and terms so that by semester’s end, you will be able to speak about not only these texts, but literature in general, with greater sophistication and ease. Requirements will include engaged participation in class discussion, formal and informal essays, and a final examination.

Topics in English: Pop Culture in American Short Stories, Poetry, and Film


3050-001

Blair


MTWR

09:00AM-10:50AM

This course explores how current American literature reflects popular American culture in three distinct areas: music, art and consumer culture. We’ll read short stories about Elvis Presley and other musicians, struggling artists in New York City, and the drug culture. We’ll read David Wojahn’s famous Rock and Roll sonnet sequence, poems that reflect paintings and vice versa, and a variety of literature confronting America’s fascination with big box stores, obsessive shopping, and our fast food culture. Several famous films based on some of the works and other original films will feature hip hop and rap, the early days of rock, and Andy Warhol’s avant gard films of the 1960’s.
Language & Digital Technology

3180-090

Wickliff


MW

05:30PM-07:30PM

Digital technologies now code, decode, and re-code so much of our speech and writing, and so quickly, that they constantly offer us new possibilities and present new constraints for effective communication. Information technologies seem to have changed our thinking and our communication practices fundamentally, while at the same time they reflect shifting cultural values. This course will serve as an introduction to the history of intersections between language and digital communication technologies, and it will introduce you to examples and theories that help to explain the digital spaces in which we now speak, write, and read. We will take up issues such as telecommunications and networking, perception and cognition, interface design and usability, gender, collaboration, and intercultural communication. 
This course will satisfy Technical/Professional Writing requirements formerly met by ENGL 4180: Theories of Technical Communication.
Topics in English:  American Short Story

4050-080

Shealy




100% Online
This on-line course will explore the American short story from its beginning in the early 19th century to the early 20th century.  From its first appearances, the short story has flourished in America, perhaps more so than any other genre.  Examining the short story over both the age of romanticism through the age of realism, we will analyze how the genre has developed.  Among the writers we will read are Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Kate Chopin, Charles W. Chestnutt, and Willa Cather.  This course will be completely on-line with weekly writing assignments and forum discussions.

Modern World Literature


4112-001

Minslow

TR

05:30PM-07:30PM

In this course, students will read a variety of literature from around the world written in English or translated into English. Students will consider how literature reflects culture, society, and history and the relationships between literary works from different times and places. Specific attention will be given to works related to world wars, intercultural contact, and post colonialism. Situated with the global contexts of Modernity, students will read works that comment on major shifts in global engagement and points of intercultural contact and exchange, such as those written by Joseph Conrad, Henrik Ibsen, Gabrielle Garcia Marquez, Daisy Utemorrah, Chimamanda Adichie, Kazuo Ishiguro, and Fyodor Dostoyevsky.
Professional Internships 


4410/5410-080

Morgan




100% Online
Summer internships are available in not-for-profit, governmental, and corporate organizations.  Internships usually require that students have strong writing and editing skills, as well as strong interpersonal and organizational skills.  You may sign up for either three or six credit hours. 

Enrollment by permit only. Contact Dr. Meg Morgan at mpmorgan@uncc.edu or (704) 687-0212 for updated internship sites. 
Teaching English/Communication Skill to Middle and Secondary School Learners


5254-080

Coffey


M

05:30PM-07:30PM
This 10-week course will cover various approaches to the teaching of English, including recent theories, teaching methodology, and research related to writing and literary study. This course is appropriate for those students seeking licensure in 6-12 English education (English 9-12 and English language arts 6-8 certification).  Students in the course will be expected to post online assignments each week and will meet four times synchronously online during the semester.  These online meetings require students to have a reliable internet connection, a microphone, and web camera. Pre-requisites:  MDSK 6162:  Planning for K-12 Instruction. (3.00 credit hours)

Topics in English:  American Realism:  The Short Story

6070-080

Shealy




100% Online
This on-line course will explore the short fiction of the age of realism. After the Civil War, the United States experienced significant changes: industrialism exploded, immigration rose, and west-ward expansion grew. These changes affected the lifestyles of everyday Americans, and the literature of the period illustrated those growing pains. Gone was the optimism of romanticism. In its place were the realistic experiences of everyday life. While the novel was still popular, the short story became increasingly more important, and almost every author attempted it. Among the writers we will read are Mark Twain, Henry James, Edith Wharton, Mary Wilkins Freeman, Stephen Crane, Charles W. Chestnutt, and Willa Cather. This course will be completely on-line with weekly writing assignments and forum discussions among other assignments.
Second Summer Session

July 5-August 8
Topics in English: The Films of Christopher Nolan 

2090-080

Jackson




100% Online
The Dark Knight, Inception, Interstellar: what do all of these blockbuster successes have in common? They are made by Christopher Nolan, one of the world’s most successful directors. In this class we will study Nolan’s work, from the mind-twister Memento through the time-twister, Interstellar. We’ll begin the term by learning how to “close-read” film, using our (reasonably-priced) textbook: Film Studies: An Introduction, by Ed Sikov. Because the class will be 100% on line, all of its grade components will consist of writing. By the end of the terms students should have a strong sense of how to study film in general, and a strong sense of how this major director tells such interesting stories.
Writing about Literature


2100-020

Lewis


TW

11:00AM-12:50PM

Through reading, writing, and revision, this class will expose students to discussion, analysis, and description of various genres, including poetry, fiction, and drama. Assessments include short papers, workshops, and essay revisions.  Required text:  Literature and Its Writers.
Film Criticism: When Superheroes go to the movies

2106-080

Basu




100% Online
The past few years have seen comic books travel triumphantly from panel to screen, as costumed heroes and villains easily conquer at the box office. In this course, we’ll examine this new golden age of superheroes at the movies, exploring issues of film theory, narrative, storytelling, folklore, myth making, marketing, fandom, and visual culture. As we watch and think about these immensely popular films, we’ll consider how these varying cinematic adaptations and interpretations reflect important changes in American society, culture, and politics. 
Introduction to Technical Communication (W)

2116-020

Osborn


MTWR

11:00AM-12:50PM
This course is designed to show you how to solve technical problems through writing. Emphasis will be placed upon the types of writing, both formal and informal, that you will most likely do in the workplace. In this course you should learn:

●   The theoretical bases of technical communication

●   The most common forms of technical documents

●   How to plan, draft, and revise documents

●   How to plan and make presentations

●   How to work and write collaboratively

●   How to integrate text and visual elements into technical documents
Introduction to Technical Communication (W) 

2116-021

Toscano


MTWR

01:00PM-02:50PM

English 2116 is designed for advanced-writing students in engineering, natural sciences, computer sciences, business, communications, and English studies. We will concentrate on writing in a variety of technical forms of discourse and engage critical thinking and writing by developing our writing processes and producing finished prose—both technical and expository. We will also emphasize discovering our writing processes, secondary research, and problem-solving; recognizing the rhetorical character of technical and professional discourse with its multiple purposes and audiences; evaluating and integrating a variety of written, visual, and oral elements of design; and developing field-specific vocabularies for talking about this discourse. Special to this class is that we meet in a computer lab, and all students are required to have an online presence—a web page devoted to the class.
Introduction to Fiction Writing (W) 
2128-020

Martinac

MTWR

11:00AM-12:50PM

This course introduces beginning fiction writers to the craft of fiction writing, with an emphasis on the literary short story. Through assignments and exercises, you will learn to write and revise one long short story, plus three shorter pieces, using essential elements of craft. In regular in-class peer workshops, you will critique the work of other student writers constructively -- and in the process, improve your ability to critique your own work. By the end of the term, you and your peers will have formed a community of writers who learn from each other and support each other's work. 
Topics in English: Refugees in Literature and Film


3050-U02

Minslow



100% Online

This course will approach film and literature from a variety of theoretical perspectives to explore how refugees and displaced people are constructed and portrayed. Students will analyze films, fiction and non-fiction texts, art (including photography), and government documents to examine how the experiences of refugees from across the globe are represented and the influence representation has on policy, advocacy, and popular attitudes towards displaced people. Topics will include reasons for displacement, the experiences of displaced people, and the effects of displacement on one’s identity and sense of belonging. 

Literature for Adolescents    

3104-020

Basu


TR

03:30PM-05:30PM
This course examines ‘dark’ themes—sexuality, violence, drugs, mental illness, death—in several types of YA fiction (among these: coming-of-age stories; problem novels; cautionary tales; urban fantasies; high fantasies; dystopias; and romances). We will investigate how authors’ treatment of these themes and audiences’ reception of them has evolved and developed over time.
Introduction to Contemporary American Literature

3132-020

Vida


MTWR

01:00PM-03:00PM

This course provides a general introduction to Contemporary American English. The main focus will lie on the different descriptive levels of language - phonetics and phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Furthermore we will deal with the field of language acquisition and language change.
Topics in Advanced Technical Communication: New Media-Gender, Culture and Technology

4008/5008-090

Toscano


MW

05:30PM-07:30PM

The term "new media" is an interesting subject for the twenty-first century student and a study that has an evolving definition. Currently, new media refers to the digital technologies that have inundated contemporary society—video games, webpages, digital photography, and numerous multimedia texts. This course will explore the ways in which new media reflect larger cultural myths, values, and attitudes. We will approach the study of new media by analyzing various media (TV, films, commercials, printed texts, webpages, video game sequences, etc.) and locating the cultural values incorporated within media to help us evaluate capitalism, militarization, fragmented realities, patriotism, the individual hero, gender roles, and even manifest destiny. Recent scholarship on new media reveals complex narratives that complicate traditional notions of textuality, so our study won’t be just about the technologies behind new media, but also about how cultures mediate these new “texts.” Additionally, the course will consider theories from rhetoric/composition, feminism, and cultural studies to enrich our analysis of new media.
Topics in English: Digital Literacies


4050/5050-080

Avila




100% Online
This course provides an overview of the intersections between new digital literacies and school-based literacies.  We will also examine how recent innovations in technology have affected our definitions of literacy and critically reflect upon both the positive and negative effects of digital literacies on educational contexts. Students will be expected to actively participate in this learning community and create, as well as evaluate, projects that incorporate the digital tools we will work with throughout the semester. 
Topics in English: Children’s Literature Award Winners


6070-021

West


MTWRF
09:00AM-12:30PM  2-Week Course
Children’s Literature Winners (ENGL 6070) is a special two-week, graduate institute for teachers and others interested in contemporary, award-winning children’s literature.  This institute will focus on the recent winners of the Newbery Medal, the Caldecott Medal, the Coretta Scott King Books Awards, and the Printz Award.  Participants will also learn about the history and significance of these awards. The institute will meet Monday through Friday from 9:00am until 12:30pm. The first day of the institute will be  July 5, 2016 and the last will be July 19, 2016  For more information please visit http://www/summer.uncc.edu/summer%20school/profeducators.htm
Topics in English: Children’s/Young Adult Literature and Childhood Trauma


6070-080

Avila




100% Online
In this special topics course, we will examine and analyze how authors portray and deal with various sorts of trauma in children’s literature. Since this is a course aimed at current and future elementary and middle grades educators, we will focus on texts for audiences in that age range. We will also consider how we can teach comprehension of these texts in constructive, engaging and sensitive ways. Rather than being a broad survey course that covers a wide historical and geographical span, we will focus primarily on relatively recent publications set in the United States that reflect diversity in race, ethnicity, gender, and economic class. We will also explore how texts in this genre can help us meet content standards.
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